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THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION: AUGUST 1989 


WASHINGTON, D.C.--August unemployment for blacks showed 
little change from July, according to the monthly employment 
report released by the U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 


The overall unemployment rate for blacks was 11.1 percent in 
August, compared with 10.9 percent in July. For black men, the 
August rate was 9.8 percent, compared to 9.3 percent in July. 
Black women showed a July unemployment rate of 9.9 percent and an 
August rate of 9.4 percent. 


Black teens continued to show a high rate of unemployment at 
31.6 percent, compared to 27.4 percent in July. Black teen women 
had the highest rate of unemployment among blacks, at 33.4 
percent, while black teen men had an August unemployment rate of 
30 percent. 


Overall, employment rose moderately and unemployment was 
unchanged in August. The overall jobless rate was 5.1 percent 
and the civilian worker rate was 5.2 percent; both measures were 
5.2 percent in July. 


Nonagricultural payroll employment, as measured by the 
survey of business establishments, rose by 110,000 in August to 
108.9 million. The overall increase would have been twice as 
large were it not for the effects of strike activity during the 
survey reference period. Total civilian employment, as measured 
by the survey of households, was little changed over the month. 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


At 6.4 million, seasonally adjusted, the number of 
unemployed persons was essentially unchanged in August. The 
civilian unemployment rate held at 5.2 percent over the month and 
has shown little movement since April. August jobless rates for 
adult men (4.4 percent), teenagers (14.5 percent), whites (4.5 
percent), blacks (11.1 percent), and Hispanics (9.0 percent) 

were all about the same as in the previous month. The rate for 
adult women fell 0.3 percentage point to 4.7 percent, after 
rising by half a point over the prior 5 months. 


At 11.3 weeks in August, mean duration of unemployment 
declined over the month, as the number of long-term 
unemployed--those jobless for 15 weeks or more-~fell by 170,000. 
Median duration of unemployment was also lower in August than in 
July, but that change resulted primarily from an improved method 
of calculating the median. 
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Civilian Employment anda the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Total civilian employment was 117.6 million, seasonally 
adjusted, in August, little changed from the previous month. The 
proportion of the working-age population that was employed (the 
employment-population ratio) held at 63.0 percent. It has been 
at or near that high level since the beginning of the year. 


The civilian labor force (124.0 million) and the labor 
force participation rate (66.5 percent) both were unchanged from 
July, after seasonal adjustment. Over the past year, the labor 
force has risen by 2.0 million. 


Industry Payroll Employment (Establishment Survey Data) 


Total nonagricultural payroll employment rose by 110,000 ir 
August to a seasonally adjusted level of 108.9 million. The size 
of the increase was reduced by a net loss of 108,000 workers from 
payrolls due to labor-management disputes. Over the past year, 
nonfarm employment has increased by 3.0 million. 


In the goods-producing sector, mining employment grew by 
20,000 in August, as workers in the coal industry returned to 
work from wildcat strikes. Construction employment increased 
slightly in August, following a large job gain in the previous 
month. 


Manufacturing employment showed little growth over the 


month. In the durable-goods sector, only the auto industry 
posted a substantial gain, as an increase of 25,000 offset 
declines in the previous 2 months. Job losses continued in the 
electrical equipment industry, where employment has declined by 
more than 40,000 since last November. Employment in nondurable 
goods was virtually unchanged in August. Food industry 
employment fell slightly after showing gains in the previous 2 
months, and printing and publishing continued its pattern of 
small job gains. 


In the service-producing sector, employment in 
communication and public utilities fell by 130,000, due to the 
strikes in the telephone communications industry. Job growth in 
finance, insurance, and real estate was especially 
strong--25,000. Employment in the services industry rose by 

85,000; the health services component increased by 50,000, 
continuing its strong growth, while employment in business 
services rose by 20,000, reversing a decrease in the previous 
month. Over the year, employment in services has grown by 1.3 
million. Retail and wholesale trade both showed little job 
growth in August. 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST ~- 9/11/89 
EMPLOYMENT SITUATION P.3 


Weekly Hours (Establishment Survey Data) 


The average workweek for production or nonsupervisory 
workers on private nonagricultural payrolls declined by 0.2 hour 
in August to 34.6 hours, seasonally adjusted, following an 
increase of the same magnitude in July. The manufacturing 
workweek and factory overtime both edged down 0.1 hour to 40.9 
hours and 3.8 hours, respectively. 


The index of aggregate weekly hours of production or 
nonsupervisory workers on private nonagricultural payrolls 
declined by 0.5 percent to 128.5 (1977=100), after seasonal 
adjustment. The manufacturing index was 96.4 for the fourth 
consecutive month. 


Hourly and Weekly Earnings (Establishment Survey Data) 


Average hourly earnings of private production or 
nonsupervisory workers were about unchanged in August, after 
seasonal adjustment, while average weekly earnings declined by 
0.7 percent. Prior to seasonal adjustment, average hourly 
earnings fell 3 cents to $9.60, and average weekly earnings 
declined $2.01 to $336.00. Over the year, both average 

hourly and average weekly earnings increased by 3.9 percent. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 


Table # 3. Employment status of the civilian population by race, sex, age, and Hispanic origin 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Not seasonality adjusted Seasonally adjusted 

Employment status, race, sex, age, and 
Hepanic ovigin Aug. | July | Aug. . | Ape | May | June 
1988 1989 1969 | 1969 | 1989 | 1989 


159,400 | 159,470 ' i I 159,400 
108,113 | 107,597 ; 106,424 
67.8 67.5 - 66.8 
103,215 | 102,938 101,581 
64.8 64.6 . ' 63.7 
4,898 4,659 
45 43 


55,922 | 55,766 
79.1 78.8 
53,963 | 53,868 
oan 4 76.2 
1,898 

3.4 











43,886 
56.8 
41,948 
54.3 
1,938 
ad 








7,945 
69.1 
7,122 


823 
10.4 
10.3 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Table A-13. Employment status of the civilian population for eleven large States 
(Numbers in thousands) 

Not seasonally adjusted 


~-——-—_[s/s|s|3|=|=/5) 


20,878 ’ 21,192 
14,145 14,455 
13,782 

674 

47 





13,816 
8,734 
8,313 

421 
48 











See footnotes at end of table. 





20,878 
14,052 
13,2863 

769 


5.5 





21,059 
14,086 
13,339 
757 
5.4 





21,085 
14,331 
13,546 

785 





21,122 
14,286 
13,489 
797 
5.6 


13,812 13,814 
8,674 
8,269 


47 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Te: ‘e A-13. Employment status of the civitian population for eleven large States—Continued 


(Nur. oers in thousands) 


teeny comer oonaly cae 
1968 1989 1988 1989 


identical numbers appear in the unadjusted and the seasonally adjusted 
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NNUAL PAY 
AND INDUSTRY, 1988 


{INGTON -- The average annual pay of workers covered by 
Federal Unemployment Insurance (UI) programs was 

n 1988, a 4.9 percent increase over 1987, according to 
ry data released by the U.S. Department of Labor's 


Labor Statistics. 


ual pay data are compiled from reports submitted by 
under UI programs for 104 million full- and part-time 
Average annual pay is computed by dividing total annual 
of employees covered by UI programs by average monthly 
it for these employees. The attached tables contain data 
1ation, each of the 50 states, and the District of 


2 District of Columbia led the nation, as in 1987, with 
(See table 2.) Alaska was second 


annual pay of $30,254. 

rage annual pay of $28,033, followed by New York 
), Connecticut ($26,244), and New Jersey ($25,748). 
kota had the lowest average annual pay ($15,424), 

i by North Dakota ($16,508) and Mississippi ($16,522). 


3 in previous years, the highest percentage increases in 
annual pay for 1988 generally were in states located 
New 


1e East Coast from Maine to Virginia. (See table 3.) 

led the nation with an increase of 8.0 percent, followed 
ecticut (7.9 percent) and Massachusetts (7.4 percent). 
sland and Hawaii were ranked fourth with an increase of 
Alaska posted the smallest increase with a 0.1 
- Change in annual pay. Wyoming had the next lowest with 
‘cent, followed by North Dakota (2.2 percent) and Oklahoma 
2rcent). For the first time since 1984, there were no 

ses in state-wide average annual pay from the previous 


cent each. 


Average annual pay for the nation varied widely by 

ry. The mining industry had the highest average annual pay 
41). The lowest average annual pay ($11,965) was in the . 
trade industry which employs a large percentage of 


-ime workers. 


The wholesale trade industry experienced the largest 

ase in average annual pay--7.0 percent from 1987 to 1988. 
inance, insurance, and real estate industry had the next 

st increase, 6.5 percent. The smallest pay increase was in 
‘ransportation, communications, and public utilities 

try, which had an increase of 2.9 percent. 


-more- 
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Table 2. States ranked by average annual pay in 1988, 1987 a: 
for all covered workers ]/ 


Average ennual pay | Percent 
State | change, 
| 1987-88 
1988 2/7 3 
District of Columbia..| $28,477 $30,254 | 6.2 
Go. ou ae oe 0 0 8weS 28,008 28,033 m 
ics o. in.w a en ae 24,634 26,347 7.0 
COMMER EROEs . oc ccctows 24,322 26,2494 rae 
SS ee aa 23,842 25,748 8.0 
EE a eee 23,081 24,193 | 4.8 
Massachusetts......... 22,486 24,143 | 7.4 
ON ES Pe ee 23,100 24,124 | 4.4 
DR. . cced.¢ wacom OB 22,250 23,606 6.1 
ere 21,324 22,500 | 5.5 
CS ER a Pee 20,764 21,977 5.8 
3 i , Sa 20,857 21,871 4.9 
0 ee eee 20,568 21,500 | 4.5 
Pennsylvania.......... 20,408 21,485 | 5.3 
ST a 2 ois 5 6 wie hs 20,450 21,481 | 5.0 
I a ds lids de aks ae 20,830 21,472 | 3.1 
SNS a: tg deb nls oS See 20,463 21,130 | 3.2 
SEITE Ee 19,963 21,052 | 5.5 
Washington...... oe. 20,110 20,806 | 3.5 
New Hampshire......... 19,414 20,749 6.9 
Ss a an a Unk ws. dee ti 19,521 20,556 5.3 
Ea ae a 19,651 20,501 4.3 
Pee 19,091 20,444 | Ss 
I nw iid hin ie wy aa ae 19,692 20,437 3.8 
4 tae ae aaa 19,610 20,383 3.9 
Ee eae 19,601 20,295 , en 
eee” SOR. . oc ccceove 18,858 20,206 Foe 





l1/ Includes workers covered by Unemployment 
Insurance (UI) and Unemployment Compensation for av 
Federal Employees (UCFE) programs. co 
2’ Data are preliminary. 


“lw C- 


and 1988 pay levels, and percent change in pay 


——{ 


Average annual pay Percent 

change, 
| 1987-88 
| 1987 1988 2/7 37 


890 


, 


a 
fh ~ Ce 
oslo 


st Virginia 
isiana 


~“M DOGSNWwW WHLeSAUW wo 


"eee 


“2 8 


Soanooco §-NFKOo oO 
NGeww Gas we ~~ 


18,347 


18,259 
18,009 
17,928 
17,648 
17,190 


17,023 
16,957 
sissippi 16,522 
th Dakota 16,508 
th Dakota 15,424 


oa 
~ 


Mexico 
th Carolina 


ee — oe te ee — ee ee 


4.5 
4.0 
4.5 
2.8 
3.3 
3.8 
2.6 
1.5 
3.3 
ee 
3.3 
5.3 
4.3 
3.0 
5.2 
2.8 
4.2 
$3.7 
3.4 
4.0 
3.0 
3.2 
3.7 
2.2 
3.5 


3 Percent changes were computed from unrounded 
average annual pay data and may differ from those 
computed using data rounded to the nearest dollar. 
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Percent change in avera 
from 1987 to 1988 | 





age annual 
by state 


ER} 5.0% to 5.9% 


7 
Yue 
¢ Percent change by state 
Yj ( U.S. average 4.9% ) 
r #2 6.0% and over 
| CZ 
~ Uy, 


4.0% to 4.9° 
[J 3.9% or 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The U.S. Department of Labor's Mine Safety and Health 
Administration has reported that the number of coal mining deaths 
in the United States and the rate of deaths per total hours of 
work decreased during the first six months of 1989 compared to 
the same period of the previous year. 


# # # 


A total of $1 million has been awarded to labor and business 
associations to continue developing job safety and health 
training and education programs. The grants were awarded by the 
U.S. Labor Department under the New Directions program of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). 


# # # 


The New Directions grants provide "seed money" to help 
organizations develop programs to educate employees and employers 
on workplace hazards and ways to eliminate them. Funds come from 
the U.S. Labor Department's Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration. 








